
Aging Songbirds 

 Hatchling Nestling Fledgling 

How to 
identify 

Eyes may be closed 

None or very few feathers 

Usually cannot perch 

Feed every 15-20min 

Eyes open 

Many feathers, but still bare 

patches 

Starting to perch, awkward/ 

unstable 

Feed every 30min 

Eyes open 

Nearly or completely 

feathered 

Able to perch normally 

Feed every 1hr, 2hr, then 

self-feeding 

Examples 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


